Conferences
for Beginners

Jim Brandt, <cbrandtbuffalo@gmail.com>
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Conferences OSCON
for Beginners

Jim Brandt, <cbrandtbuffalo@gmail.com>
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About Me

® | ead Developer at Synacor, Inc.

® President, Perl Foundation
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First Impressions

® My experience was with conferences like
Gartner

[
~ ® Professional
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First Impressions

® Then | came to OSCON.
® San Diego, 2002.
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First Impressions

® First testing tutorial
® Uses the restroom...

® ..with his mic on

@ Author of a ton of Perl
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First Impressions

® Michael Schwern

® How To Lie Like A Geek
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First Impressions

® VWednesday comes
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First Impressions

® This guy walks on stage
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~ @ He’s the co-chair of the
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First Impressions

® Nat Torkington

® OSCON Chair for Years
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First Impressions

Not what you might expect.

Appearances can be deceiving.
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Conference Experience

® Get the most out of your time here
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The Thirds

® One part each of stuff...

® you need to learn , —
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The hand that

Yy A Yy A Y} R _ .: AR
o, P Wl U Wy T &Y & TP R=

Wednesday, July 22, 2009



Why You're Here

»

o ence cost
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Why You're Here

® TJalk to an open source programmer

fix a bug
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Why You're Here

® Meet someone who can...
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More First Impressmns
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More First Impressions

® |s everyone using a Powerbook (MacBook)?
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More First Impressions

® |s anyone actually listening to the talks!?

® Are people really IRC-ing with the person
sitting right next to them!?

® Did someone just tweet about the session
I'm sitting in?

® Why did everyone laugh at the same time!

® Did that presenter just commit code live?
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Network Precautions

® Wireless networks are insecure

® Use encrypted protocol for passwords
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Network Precautions

® Bonjour / Rendezvous may be on
automatically

® Do you really want to share your iTunes?
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Using the network

® |nternet Relay Chat (IRC)

® irc.freenode.net

® ffoscon
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Your Schedule

® OSCON site lets you select talks
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Rallway Track

® The good stuff happens outside the
sessions

® I'Iet new ecle
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Session etiquette

® Turn off noisy things...
® phones
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Session etiquette

® Don’t hog the Q & A time

® take longer discussions to the hallway

- i '“ ) . - > . 3
: s vy L. W WYY T Foadh 4 e W - b ’ =
Al e e LS B A e ey (ot i s Bl s e dcons et SR e ot A e S e

ey

Wednesday, July 22, 2009



Evaluations

® Rate the sessions at the OSCON site

® Offer comments
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Speaker etiquette

® With speakers...
® don’t hog their time

® |et them set up in peace
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New project

e " ‘m‘ g s o /) i A | A & N - g | || " . N - WA Y )l_. | 1 5
= \ 5 o, B 'Y _ i - ) |

Wednesday, July 22, 2009



Reality Distortion Field

® Conferences are exciting
® Proximity breeds hubris

® People form groups
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Reality Distortion Field
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4

No promises
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After the conference

® Email the people you met (but give them a
chance to recover)

® Blog about what you did,

¢ hat liked
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Be The Conference

® You do cool things with open source

® Submit a lighting talk this year:
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_Enjoy the conference:
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